KEY CLUB 
(Continued from page 7) 


“The slightly troublesome boy becomes a challenge to 
them,’ said Trani, observing the Key Club members. 


‘‘He will be placed first on the list, and Key Club 
members, especially the athletes, will vie for the privilege of 
escorting him to the next special event. Time is also alloted 
at the Club for counseling these particular boys prior to 
events. The immediate result is that a new sense of disci- 
pline, respect and pride begins to sprout overnight from this 
type of fellowship.”’ 


What does the Boys’ Club of San Pedro give in exchange 
for this kind of help? Trani explained that his Club invites the 
present and in-coming Key Club presidents to its annual 
Keystone 100 dinner and presents them with a plaque of 
appreciation. 

‘**The plaque isn’t large, but it symbolizes appreciation for 
an enormous amount of work, time, services, empathy and 
concern for Boys’ Club members by Key Clubbers,” said 
Trani. 

Your Club could enjoy a similar relationship with its local 
Key Club. Gary R. McCord, administrator of Key Club 
International, said: 


‘*At present time we have some 3,600 active Key Clubs 
located in high schools in all 50 of these United States, nine 
of Canada’s ten provinces, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico and 
Jamaica, with a membership of close to 80,000.”’ 


Most of these 3,600 Key Clubs would be interested in 
helping their neighborhood Boys’ Clubs, since service to 
youth is important to them. 


“ie i) eee 
Gamesroom activities take on extra challenge for Boys’ Club 
members who learn special tips from older Key Clubbers. 


‘It is presently a predominantly male organization, but 
there are some states and other local school districts where 
our Clubs presently are coeducational,’’ explained McCord. 
**T would have to say that probably the greatest area of 
involvement is in the working with young people.” 


To find out if there is a Key Club in your community try 
contacting your volunteer bureau, as the San Pedro Club did. 
Or contact your local Kiwanis Club or high schools. As Trani 
put it: 


‘This vast resource of energy, support and programming 
for your Club is there for the asking.” 


Editor's Note: Other service organizations also have youth aux- 
iliaries. You might be able to receive similar help by contacting 
local Lions, Sertoma, Optimist Clubs and others. 
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